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SUB J : MEETING WITH MINISTER OF STATE AZIZ AHMED 

1. AMBASSADOR AND NEA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS 
MET WITH MINISTER OF STATE AZIZ AHMED OCTOBER 14. 

AMONG SUBJECTS COVERED WERE AHMED'S VISIT TO THE US 

(HE HAD RETURNED TO PAKISTAN TWO DAYS EARLIER), MILITARY 
SUPPLY QUESTIONS, AND PAKISTAN'S RELATIONS WITH INDIA, 
BANGLADESH, AND AFGHANISTAN. 

2. AHMED EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR SYMPATHETIC HEARING 
HE RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY. HE SAID HE 
WAS PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL FOR WHITE HOUSE'S INITIATIVE 
IN ARRANGING HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT, WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS VERY USEFUL. 

3. MILITARY SUPPLY. AMBASSADOR SAID THAT A GREAT DEAL 
HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN SIX MONTHS SINCE EMBARGO ON 
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LETHAL ARMS SALES WAS LIFTED. HE CALLED AHMED'S 
ATTENTION TO PROVISION OF P AND A DATA, DESPATCH TO 
PAKISTAN OF USAF AIR DEFENSE SURVEY TEAM, AND UPCOMING 
VISITS TO US OF PAK TECHNICAL SUPPLY TEAM AND PAF CHIEF 
OF STAFF ZULFIKAR ALI KHAN. HE ALSO MENTIONED SPECIAL 
EFFORT WHICH HAD BEEN MADE TO ARRANGE EARLY DELIVERY 
TO PAKISTAN OF 24 TOW LAUNCHERS AND 450 MISSILES. HE 
POINTED OUT TO AHMED THAT THIS HAD NOT BEEN EASY TO 
ACCOMPLISH IN FACE OF COMPETING DEMANDS. AHMED EX- 
PRESSED HIS APPRECIATION. 

4. INDO-PAK RELATIONS. AMBASSADOR AND DUBS ASKED AHMED 
ABOUT HEIGHTENED PAK CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF AN 
EARLY INDIAN ATTACK AGAINST PAKISTAN, WHICH AHMED HAD 
CONVEYED TO SECRETARY AT THEIR MEETING IN NEW YORK. 
AHMED REFERRED TOGOI AIDE MEMOIRE PROTESTING ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF IOINT PAKIST AN - AZAD KASHMIR COUNCIL. NOTING 
AGAIN (STATE 240691) THAT IT HAD MADE NO REFERENCE TO 
SETTLEMENT "THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS" OF KASHMIR DISPUTE. 
AMBASSADOR RECALLED THAT (AS AHMED WAS AWARE) INDIANS 
HAD REASSURED SECRETARY THAT THIS WORDING DID NOT 
REPRESENT A CHANGE IN GOI POLICY. AHMED OFFERED NO 
OTHER CONCRETE EVIDENCE FOR GOP APPREHENSIONS. 

5. REPLYING TO AMBASSADOR'S QUERY ABOUT POSSIBILITY 
OF FURTHER PROGRESS ON DEADLOCKED CIVIL AIR ISSUE, 

AHMED SAID THAT GOP HAD PASSED TO INDIANS NEW COMPROMISE 
FORMULATION ON ISSUE OF REFERENCE OF 1971 CASES TO ICAO 
JUST BEFORE HE HAD LEFT ISLAMABAD. HE HAD INITIALLY 

BEEN TOLD THAT GOI HAD REJECTED IT. HE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY 
HAD DISCUSSIONS IN NEW YORK WITH INDIAN FORM IN CHAV AN 
AND FORSEC KEWAL SINGH, WHO HAD TOLD HIM THEY WOULD 
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT PAK PROPOSAL. REITERATING GOP 
WILLINGNESS NOT TO REACTIVATE THE 1971 CASES BEFORE ICAO, 
AHMED AGREED THAT THE TIME WAS RIPE FOR A FRESH INITIA- 
TIVE. QUESTION WAS WHO SHOULD MAKE IT. HE ADDED THAT 
BOTH COUNTRIES COULD GO ON INDEFINITELY WITHOUT RESTORA- 
TION OF AIR LINKS AND OVERFLIGHTS. MORE IMPORTANT FROM 
GOP S POINT OF VIEWWAS REESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. WHICH THE INDIANS HAVE DECLINED TO AGREE TO. 
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6. BANGLADESH. AHMED SAID THAT FOLLOWING AUGUST 15 
COUP BANGALEES WERE VERY INTERESTED IN MOVING AHEAD 
TOWARD NORMALIZING PAK-BD RELATIONS. AHMED SAID HE 
HAD COUNSELLED THEM TO EXERCISE CAUTION AND NOT TO DO 
ANYTHING WHICH WOULD UNNECESSARILY PROVOKE INDIANS OR 
SOVIETS. HE SAID HE HAD TOLD BD FORMIN CHOUDHURY BDG 
SHOULD BE PARTICULARLY CAREFUL NOT TO GIVE INDIANS A 
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PRETEXT TO INTERVENE. MOST LIKELY SUCH PRETEXT WOULD 
BE COMMUNAL STRIFE AND FLIGHT TO INDIA OF HINDU 
REFUGEES. AHMED NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT GOI COULD AT ANY 
TIME "WHISTLE IN" SUCH REFUGEES. HE SAID HE AGREED 
WITH SECRETARY'S COMMENT THAT WAR BETWEEN INDIA AND 
BANGLADESH WAS MORE LIKELY THAN WAR BETWEEN INDIA AND 
PAKISTAN. 

7. AFGHANISTAN. ASKED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR HIGH LEVEL 
PAK-AFGHAN DIALOGUE IN NEAR FUTURE, AHMED SAID HE DIDN'T 
SEE IT COMING BECAUSE AFGHANS HAD PLACED TWO CONDITIONS 
PRECEDENT FOR SUCH TALKS: (1) LEGALIZATION OF NATIONAL 
AWAMI PARTY AND (2) RELEASE OF ITS LEADERS SUCH AS WALI 
KHAN. AHMED POINTED OUT THAT EVEN IF SUPREME COURT 
RULED AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH HE CONSIDERED UN- 
LIKELY, NAP LEADERS WOULD NOT BE RELEASED SINCE THEY 
ALSO FACED TRIAL ON OTHER CHARGES. 
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